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Iracambi’s Role in the Area  Robin Le Breton, an agricultural economist and conservationist (and reformed World Bank specialist) and Binka Le Breton, a concert pianist and well‐known author on environmental and human rights in the Amazon, founded Iracambi because they were drawn to the area’s natural heritage. They wanted to work with local farmers to preserve the agricultural and lifestyle practices that allowed the native ecosystems to flourish. Along with local activists, Iracambi fought to have the Serra do Brigadeiro State Park and the buffer zone surrounding it established in order to protect the important patch of semi‐deciduous Atlantic Forest located in the mountain range, a part of the UN Biosphere Reserve. The local forest ecosystem is rich in plant species such as bromeliads, orchids, and palms. It is also a refuge for                                                         4 “Território da Serra do Brigadeiro – MG:  Sistemização e análise dos dados secundarios.” CTA-ZM: 
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Revisiting the Research Questions    It is not an easy task to weave these many themes and opinions together to answer my research question with one concise thesis about how the mining discourse has influenced identity in the territory writ large. For mining has brought a myriad of issues to the table. And it has highlighted the differing opinions within the community stakeholders. However, in my reflections on my data, six main themes emerged.    1) The mining has accelerated dialogue on the future of family agriculture in the region as Brazil (and the Serra do Brigadeiro territory with it) becomes more engaged in a capitalist model. For some, this instills fear of an unknown destiny and grief over a changing culture, while for others this incentivizes a pragmatic outlook on mining and industrialism as the economic drivers of the future. Others seize the chance to fight to save family agriculture and make it compatible in a modern Brazilian economy.    2) The threat of mining on natural entities like forests and water has enabled people to articulate why these resources are important to their livelihoods and why they must be protected. Moreover, because an external force is threatening these ecological forces, it propels many members of the community to take pride and ownership in them.   3) As people work to articulate why they do or do not value family agriculture and the natural environment in light of the mining, religion is identified 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 Image 2. Charlotte and Lena planting in the nursery, Iracambi 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Image 3. Iracambi Center 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Appendix D., (continued): 
  Section 3: Iracambi Pictures  
    Image 4. Lena and Laura touring Valdeli’s coffee farm, Sao Pedro  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Image 5. Lena, Yelena, Laura, and Curtis hiking, Mt. Itajuru 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Image 6. Iracambi Researchers on Junior Scientist Day, Iracambi 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Appendix D., (continued): 
  Section 3: Event Pictures  
    Image 1. Square­dancing at Festival of São João, Pedra Alta   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Image 2. Poster for Romaria, Belasario  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  90 
Appendix D., (continued): 
  Section 3: Event Pictures  
    Image 3. Romaria procession through the countryside, Belasario 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 4. Frei Gilberto at Romaria station, asking God for 
forgiveness for environmental sin and mining, Belasario 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 5. Romaria family agriculture station, Belasario. The sign 
reads  “Family Agriculture: Those who don’t practice it depend 
on it.” 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Appendix D., (continued): 
  Section 3: Interview Pictures  
    Image 1.  Carlos, Farmer, Belasario 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 2. Zezino, farmer and CPT representative, Belasario  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 3: Cleber, Eliab, Binka, Zezino, and Lena, Interview at 
Cleber’s House, Belasario   
  
